
Hanging Sleeves 
 
 Larger quilts require a hanging sleeve attached to the back to 
accommodate a wooden dowel or decorative curtain rod,  and are 
mandatory in most quilt shows.  A sleeve ensures an even weight 
distribution of the quilt,  with less chance of distortion and damage. I have 
never had a quilt damaged by a sleeve either pinned or basted on the back. 
 

 I usually try to use the same fabric as the back of the quilt, but it is not 
necessary as it will not be seen. 

 Measure quilt top's edge, and cut fabric for sleeve 9" wide x width of 
quilt plus 2 inches. 

 Fold under 1-1/2" on both ends of fabric strip. Sew 1/4" from raw 
edges. 

 Fold the fabric strip in half lengthwise with wrong side inside; pin.  

 Stitch together long edges with a 1/4" seam allowance. 

 Press seam open and center the seam in the middle of the sleeve. 

 Center the sleeve on the quilt backing about 1" below the binding with 
the seam facing toward the backing. Stitching through the backing 
and batting, slip-stitch the sleeve along both long edges and the 
portions of the short folded edges that touch the back, stop 1/2" from 
bottom of sleeve for ease. 

 *** Note: Allow extra ease in the side of the sleeve away from the 
quilt back. Before stitching down the long bottom edge, fold up about 
1/2", then stitch in place. This will prevent the rod from creating a 
ridge on the front side of the quilt when it is hanging from a large 
dowel.  

 
For a wall hanging I sew the sleeve on to the upper back of the quilt prior to 
adding the binding, so the sleeve is a part of the finished quilt. Again use a 
wide sleeve. 
 
To prevent quilts from dragging on the floor when hung, any quilt longer 
than 90” must have a secondary sleeve attached no higher than 90” from 
the bottom of the quilt. You may still have a primary sleeve at the top. 
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